Asymmetrical noise exposure and hearing loss among shingle sawyers.
Shingle sawyers are exposed to noise predominantly from the left side. This study examined the asymmetry in hearing loss among shingle sawyers and its possible relation to the difference in noise exposure to the two ears. The results suggest that the lateral difference in noise exposure in industry, even in the obvious case of a shingle sawyer, is small. The resulting asymmetrical noise-induced hearing loss is also relatively small. Therefore, significant asymmetry in hearing loss in this type of occupation should be viewed with caution. Special tests and medical examination should be undertaken to determine if there are other contributing factors.